CITY OF NEWPORT

Request for Qualifications
Design Update: Newport-Riverfront Commons
Trail at Newport Festival Park
2020
Dated: November 17, 2020
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INVITATION TO BIDDERS
LEGAL NOTICE
The City of Newport, Kentucky, is Requesting Qualifications from Professional
Engineering firms for the purpose of providing Planning, Engineering and Design Services
for the Newport-Riverfront Commons Trail at Newport Festival Park Improvement project.
SEALED PROPOSALS will be received by the City of Newport, Kentucky, in the Office of
the City Clerk located at 998 Monmouth Street, 2nd Floor, Newport, Kentucky, 41071, until
10:00am Friday, December 11, 2020 and then publicly opened in the Multi-Purpose
Room, 1st Floor of the Newport Municipal Building at 998 Monmouth for the following
project:
“Newport-Riverfront Commons Trail at Newport Festival Park”
Proposals received after the deadline will be unopened.
Copies of the text of the Request for Proposals may be obtained or examined in the Office
of the City Clerk, 998 Monmouth Street, 2nd Floor, Newport, Kentucky 41071 or at
www.newportky.gov. Inquiries regarding this RFQ should be directed to: Larisa Sims,
Assistant City Manager at lsims@newportky.gov.
Pursuant to specifications on file in the Office of the City Clerk of the City of Newport
one original and one unbound copy, and one digital copy of proposals are to be
submitted in a sealed envelope labeled as follows: “Newport-Riverfront Commons Trail
at Newport Festival Park” .
The City of Newport is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer. Successful vendor
must be an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer, which prohibits discrimination
because of race, creed, color, national origin, sex, age, handicap, political affiliation, or
beliefs.
Successful vendor must obtain an Occupational License from the City Finance and
Administration Department prior to commencing work and shall be responsible for
payroll tax during the period of work.
CITY OF NEWPORT, KENTUCKY
Joy Rovno, Interim City Clerk
Published on November 17, 2020
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A REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR
ENGINEERING SERVICES CONTRACT FOR
City of Newport, Kentucky
Newport-Riverfront Commons Trail
at Newport Festival Park
This document constitutes a Request for Qualifications from the City of Newport for a
Professional Service Contract from qualified individuals and organizations to furnish those
services as described herein. SEALED PROPOSALS will be received by the City of Newport,
Kentucky, in the Office of the City Clerk located at 998 Monmouth Street, 2nd Floor, Newport,
Kentucky, 41071, until 10:00am Friday, December 11, 2020 and then publicly opened in the
Multi-Purpose Room, 1st Floor of the Newport Municipal Building at 998 Monmouth. Proposals
received after the deadline will be unopened.
Consultant Questions and Inquiries: Interested firms’ questions and inquiries on the
specifications of the RFQ shall be directed to:
Larisa Sims
998 Monmouth Street
Newport, KY 41071
859-292-3664
lsims@newportky.gov
I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION
County Project Description -

Campbell, Newport, Ky
Newport-Riverfront Commons Trail at Newport Festival Park
Design Update:

II. PROJECT INFORMATION
Project Managers
Project Funding
Project Location

Larisa Sims, Doug Roell
General Fund
Festival Park is located along Riverboat Row directly between the
Purple People Bridge and the Taylor Southgate Bridge, along the bank
of the Ohio River. This is a significant node of activity on the 11.5 mile
Regional Riverfront Commons Trail, which spans through the Cities of
Ludlow, Covington, Newport, Bellevue, Dayton and Fort Thomas, in
Kenton and Campbell Counties, and further crosses the Ohio River to
link to the City of Cincinnati’s trail system.
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III. PROJECT BACKGROUND AND GOALS
Festival Park currently consists of two terraced spaces; one lower area which floods on
occasion; and an upper terrace that is used for overflow parking and festivals throughout the
summer. Currently there are no dedicated pedestrian or bicycle paths, or park facilities to
provide area residents and businesses any activities during the rest of the year.
This area is a significant node of activity on the 11.5 mile Regional Riverfront Commons
Trail, which spans through the Cities of Ludlow, Covington, Newport, Bellevue, Dayton and
Fort Thomas, in Kenton and Campbell Counties, and further crosses the Ohio River to link to
the City of Cincinnati’s trail system. This trail is the signature project of Southbank Partners,
a community and economic development organization that supports these river cities. The
vision for Riverfront Commons arose from a 2006 U.S. Army Corps of Engineering study,
which envisioned a continuous riverfront corridor along the edge of the Ohio River that
would provide riverbank stabilization and an uninterrupted trail system and open space,
promote economic development, and improve the quality of life in the region.
In addition to the Riverfront Commons Trail plan, following the recommendations of a 2002
City Parks and Recreation Plan, an engineered design was completed for a sea wall to
stabilize, raise and level the park and festival areas. The plan indicates a series of terraces,
ramps, steps and walkways that provide bicycle and pedestrian access to the river’s edge,
to an “overlook” area, and through Riverboat Row (including vehicular access). The original
design was not implemented due to cost. Significant geotechnical investigations have been
previously performed by Geotechnology, Inc.
Updates to the design are needed to incorporate recommendations from the now underway
2020 NewportFORWARD Comprehensive Plan, and to ensure that the space is flexible and
includes accommodation for daily recreation and provide amenities along the integrated trail
system. A draft updated “vision” has been drafted and is attached (Attachment A) for
reference.
The City has been awarded $2.5M for the construction of transportation related
improvements anticipated as part of this project. The City is in the process of identifying and
applying for additional grant funds through various sources to implement other associated
improvements.
IV. SCOPE OF WORK
The selected Consultant Team may be required to provide design services, including, but not
limited to; planning, public involvement, the preparation of engineering studies, design
studies, geotechnical studies, Section 106 review, environmental review, identification of
appropriate typical sections, identifying utility needs, relocation or impacts, performing
drainage design, archaeology, final construction plans, developing dependable cost
estimates, conducting and preparing documents for bidding and public meetings.
V. AVAILABLE STUDIES
•
•
•

2002 City Parks and Recreation Plan
2020 NewportFORWARD Meeting information and Draft Recommendations
Various schematics completed for Festival Park, prepared by the City’s Consultants and
Southbank Partners
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VI. METHOD OF DESIGN
The selected Consultant Team shall utilize the most recent CADD Standards for Highway
Plans Policy in the development of the highway plans.
VII. PLANNING ENGINEERING
Design for this project will involve collection, processing and presentation of data, public
involvement including local officials/stakeholders and committee engagement, development
of at least two preliminary design renderings/visuals for the established committee to review
and finalize concepts as appropriate, preparation of 80% and final engineered design plans
for approval and suitable for construction bidding, preparation of cost estimates for
improvements, participating and providing data and expertise for the submission of various
grant applications for construction of the approved design, permitting assistance through all
appropriate state and federal agencies, construction bidding and scheduling of recommended
improvements.
VIII. ENVIRONMENTAL
Environmental documents shall be completed with KYTC District 6 in conjunction with KYTC’s
Division of Environmental Analysis (DEA).
IX. PHOTOGRAMMETRIC SERVICES
The selected Consultant Team shall provide surveying as needed.
X. STRUCTURE DESIGN
This project envisions the construction of a significant retaining wall along the Ohio River.
Proposals should include examples of similar experience, specifically projects that deal with
governmental entities such as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and/or the Coast Guard.
XI. GEOTECHNICAL SERVICES
Geotechnical Services will be provided by Geotechnology, Inc. Proposals should be inclusive
of any additional geotechnical investigations, as appropriate.
XII. UTILITIES
The Consultant Team will be responsible for determining the existing locations of utilities,
determining necessary redesigns or utility relocation and cost estimates.
XIII. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT
The City has created a committee to provide feedback on the design of Festival Park. The
consultant will be required to participate in at least three committee meetings: 1) to gather
input on the updated design; 2) to provide feedback on initial drafts of design; and 3) to present
final design details. Additional one on one meetings with business owners along the riverfront
may also be needed.
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XIV. PREQUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
To respond to this project proposal request, the Prime Consultant Firm must be prequalified
in one of the major area(s) listed below by the response due date of this advertisement. The
Prime Consultant Firm, as part of their Consultant Team may subcontract with other firms,
who must also be prequalified for the discipline in which they will work.
ROADWAY DESIGN - URBAN AND/OR RURAL
• Roadway Design – Urban
• Surveying
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING – PEDESTRIAN & BICYCLE FACILITY PLANNING &
DESIGN
UTILITY PRECONSTRUCTION COORDINATION SERVICES
GEOTECHNICAL SERVICES
• Drilling Services
• Engineering Service
• Laboratory Testing Services
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING ROADWAY LIGHTING SERVICES

XV. PROCUREMENT SCHEDULE
Ad Posted Date
Response Date
Selection Committee Date
Pre-Design Conference
Contract Negotiations
Notice to Proceed

11/17/2020
12/11/2020
January 2021
TBD
TBD
TBD

It is estimated that notice to proceed will occur no more than 60 days following Committee
Selection Date.
XVI. PROJECT SCHEDULE
Individual project schedules will be by Letter of Agreement
XVII. PROPOSAL FORMAT
1. Proposals shall be submitted on standard 8.5 x 11 inch paper with font size no smaller
than ten (10) point.
2. Conciseness is encouraged. Proposals shall be limited to no more than thirty (30)
pages.
3. Required content includes:
a. Firm’s Contact information (form)
b. Letter of interest including firm’s availability to undertake this project and
acknowledgement of any and all addenda issued for this RFQ.
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c. List/History of projects undertaken in the City of Newport. Or if none, projects
similar in scope.
d. A written summary of the proposer’s approach to complete the tasks necessary
for this project. A schedule shall also be included.
e. Detailed description of firm.
f. Resumes of individuals anticipated to be assigned to the project with relevant
experience.
g. Provide a minimum of two (2) client references for projects with services similar
to the scope of services for this RFQ, including specific experience with the US
Army Corps of Engineers and/or the Coast Guard.
h. One (1) original and one (1) unbound copy shall be submitted. One digital copy
shall also be submitted.
XVIII. EVALUATION FACTORS
Consultant Teams will be evaluated by the selection committee based on the following,
weighted factors:
1. Relative experience of Consultant Team personnel assigned to project team. (20 Points)
2. Past record of performance on projects in the City of Newport and other projects similar in
type and complexity. (20 Points)
3. Project approach and proposed procedures to accomplish the services for the project. (20
Points)
4. Current Workload and Projected project commitments of the firm. (10 points)
5. Minority or Female-Owned Firm. (5 Points)
6. Consultant Team’s offices where work is to be performed. (5 Points)
7. Familiarity with the current (2016) KYTC LPA Project Guide and other State and Federal
Grant Programs (such as LWCF, RTP, CDBG) (20 Points).
If a Selection Committee vote results in a tie between two (2) firms, one (1) of which will
perform more of the work tasks in Kentucky than the other, then the former firm shall be ranked
one (1) place ahead of the latter.
The City may conduct discussions and require interviews with firms deemed to be the most
qualified according to the evaluation factors.
XIX. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
1. Submission of a proposal indicates acceptance by the Respondent of the conditions contained
in this RFQ, unless clearly and specifically noted otherwise in the response and confirmed in
the contract between the City and the Respondent. The City reserves the right to reject any
or all Proposals. The City also reserves the right to enter into one or two separate contracts
for both Phases of proposed work.
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2. The vendor shall be required to indemnify and hold harmless the City of Newport from any
and all claims that arise based on the actions of the vendor in its performance. The vendor
shall be required to maintain Liability Insurance and Worker’s Compensation to protect itself
from such claims during the project period, and also name the City as an additional insured.
3. The City of Newport is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer. Successful vendor
must be an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer, which prohibits discrimination
because of race, creed, color, national origin, sex, age, handicap, political affiliation or
beliefs.
4. Successful vendor must obtain an Occupational License from the City Finance and
Administration Department prior to commencing work and shall be responsible for payroll tax
during the period of work.
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PROPOSAL SUBMITTED BY:
Include this page in your RFQ response

Firm:
By:
Title:
E-mail Address:
Address:
Telephone:
Date:
Federal ID Number:

I acknowledge receipt of the following Addendums:
Addendum #1:
Addendum #2:
Addendum #3:

Signature:

Date:
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XX. AREA MAP

XXI. Applicable Links and additional information

1. Riverfront Commons: http://nkyriverfrontcommons.com/ .
2. 2015 Comprehensive Plan: http://newportky.gov/CityGovernment/Comp%20Plan%202015.pdf
3. 2020 Comprehensive Plan Update Page: http://newportky.gov/CityGovernment/Comprehensive-Plan-Update-2020.aspx
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ATTACHMENT A: 2020 NewportFORWARD Draft Focus Area Plan
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DRAFT November 10, 2020

FOCUS AREA PLANS
This Chapter includes a more
detailed assessment and
associated set of strategies for
three specific areas of Newport.
These areas, shown on Map 1,
were selected based on public
input as areas in transition that
present an opportunity to guide
future development and
redevelopment.
These focused area plans were
developed with insights from area
representatives and highlight
ways to implement the overall
City vision and objectives
outlined in Chapter __.

A. Riverfront
B. Central
Business
District &
Public
Space

C. West Side
& KY 9

A. Riverfront
B. Central Business District &
Public Space
C. West Side & KY 9
Each Focus Area narrative
includes the following sections.

1. TODAY and how we got here:
Overview. A summary
describing what the area was
and how it evolved over time:

Map 1. Focus Area Locations.

Area Strengths. Highlights of amenities and recent investments.
Key Factors/Issues/Challenges. A summary of assets to build upon and challenges to address as
part of the Area Plan Strategies

2. VISION
Vision Statement.
Strategies for Achieving the Vision.
Focus Area Plan that illustrates general locations where specific strategies are applicable.

Focus Area Plans
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A. Riverfront Focus Area
This focus area encompasses the Ohio and Licking
riverfront from the I-471 bridge to the east to the 4th
Street veterans Bridge to the west and adjacent
development sites between the river and KY 8/KY 9.

A. Riverfront
B. Central
Business District &
Public Space

1. TODAY and how we got here.

C. West
Side &
KY 9

Overview
Located across the river from Cincinnati, Newport’s
earliest settlement 225 years ago occurred along the
banks of the Ohio River. However, little evidence of the
dense river town development and military post at the
mouth of the Licking River remains as much of the lowlying land was subject to periodic flooding. Most notably,
the Ohio River Flood of 1937, recorded as Newport’s
worst natural disaster, caused widespread destruction
when it inundated over 50% of Newport.1 As a result, the US Army Corps of Engineers built a Flood
Protection Systems consisting of earthen levees and concrete floodwalls along the Ohio and Licking
Rivers to protect the city.
Bounded to the north and west by rivers, bridges play an important role in the City’s development and
economic viability. The Taylor-Southgate and the Daniel Carter Beard Bridges over the Ohio River,
and the 4th Street Veterans Bridge over the Licking River are important connections that not only serve
as gateways to the city but also provide convenient regional access to the riverfront. The iconic Purple
People Bridge was built in 1872 as the first railroad bridge connecting Northern Kentucky with
Cincinnati. In 2001, the bridge was restored as a pedestrian and bicycle bridge. In
More than two decades ago, Newport promoted
large scale redevelopment of the riverfront in an
effort to rebrand itself as a "family friendly" regional
destination. The opening of the Newport Aquarium
in 1999 and the Newport on the Levee entertainment
complex in 2001 sparked the beginning of
transformative development that is still underway.

View of Cincinnati from General Taylor Park

Thanks to visionary leadership, the City has retained
public access to the riverfront. Yet, as Newport
strives for continual economic growth it is also
important to advance the goals for connectivity,
access to the river, environmental stewardship, and
meaningful places.

1

Our Rich History: The Flood of 1937 and flood control in Newport. By Deborah Pitel. Special to NKyTribune, Part 28 of “Resilience and
Renaissance: Newport, Kentucky, 1795-2020” series, May 25, 2020.

Focus Area Plans - Riverfront
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Area Strengths
Assets


Newport is fortunate to have numerous committed partners and existing assets that contribute
to the vibrancy of the riverfront.



Cincinnati’s skyline is visible from the Newport riverfront, and provides an attractive backdrop to
activities along Newport’s riverfront.



Cincinnati is easily accessible via two vehicle bridges and the pedestrian and bike-friendly
Purple People Bridge. Covington is easily accessible via the 4th Street Veterans Bridge.



Access to I-471 at the east end of the riverfront provides convenient regional access.

Recent and planned developments that enhance the area as a destination/tourism center with
entertainment, food and retail, as well as supporting uses including offices and housing.


Newport on the Levee and new Bridgeview Box Park offer family-friendly multi-level retail
entertainment center including Newport Aquarium, movie theatres, and 380,000 square feet of
retail and restaurant space that attracts 4.5 million guests a year. The complex is undergoing
significant renovations to improve pedestrian flow, increase outdoor patios, provide
unobstructed views of the river, and enhance connectivity with the Purple People Bridge.



Recently completed high-end multi-family, including Aqua on the Levee, Vue 180 and
SouthShore Riverfront Condominiums and Aloft Hotel have added over 470 housing units and
144 hotel rooms.



Ovation, a multi-phased 13-acre mixed-use development along the levee at the confluence of
Ohio River and Licking River is underway. A music venue, offices and hotel with parking
structure at Columbia and KY 8 will be completed in 2021. Later phases will include offices, and
for-sale and rental housing with ground level retail. Plans include connections to the levee trail.



Pegasus is a 5.5-acre mixed use development along the Ohio River, east of Purple People
Bridge. The project is in the early planning stages, and is expected to include condos, multifamily, offices and a hotel. A development agreement with the City of Newport maintains public
access to riverfront.

Recent and planned development south of 3rd Street


Campbell County Courthouse at Columbia Street and W 4th Street.



Academy on 4th, at the corner of 4th Street and Monmouth, is a 200-unit apartment building
located two blocks south of Newport on the Levee.



The World Peace Bell property at E 4th Street between York and Monmouth Street. The
proposal includes a 7-story hotel along E 4th Street, a 4-story mixed use office/retail building
along Monmouth Street, and 3.5-story parking garage along E 5th Street.

River-related facilities, parks and trails.


BB Riverboats, along Riverboat Row, is a long-standing Newport attraction,



Festival Park is where the City hosts numerous festivals during the summer, plans for
redevelopment of the park are underway.



General James Taylor Park is at the west end of Riverboat Row. Once the site of the Newport
Barracks, it was made into a passive city park due to frequent flooding. It has plenty of picnic
tables and benches, and is a favorite place for watching the river and Cincinnati's riverfront.



Riverfront Commons is an 11.5-mile urban walking and biking path that weaves through

Focus Area Plans - Riverfront
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General Taylor Park and Festival Park connecting Northern Kentucky’s five river cities: Dayton,
Bellevue, Newport, Covington and Ludlow.


Cincinnati Rowing Club’s Licking River facility is just south of the 4th Street bridge. The Licking
River is the best place in the region for rowing, and the rowing club is the top ranked club in the
Midwest. Plans to improve access to the dock with new aluminum ramp are in the works.



Licking River Greenway Trail and Jacob Spears Licking River Water (blueway) Trail planned
along the Licking River to celebrate the history of bourbon.



The Purple People Bridge provides dedicated bike and pedestrian access between Newport and
Downtown Cincinnati. The bridge is a tourist attraction and event venue and has the highest
bike traffic in Newport. Saratoga Street provides direct access to the Purple People Bridge.



Installation of the City’s 225th Anniversary Mural Series was started in September 2020. The
project includes 19 murals to be painted on floodwalls along Dave Cowens Drive, at the east
edge of the city just off of I-471 to tell the story of the city’s history.

Key Factors/Issues/Challenges


The riverfront is both a regional destination and a
local amenity.



Development along the riverfront needs to appear
as if planned as one project, even though it is
several different projects developed over two
decades.



The regional trail system is a key organizing
principle.



There is already a three-tiered connection
system: Riverboat Row, paths along the top of the
levee and the roadway along the district’s
southern edge.



It is important to plan for both the riverfront and
the river. There is considerable potential for
increasing water-related activities and
businesses.



The rest of Newport needs to be physically and
visually “connected” to the riverfront.



The bridges are key entryways into Newport and
the riverfront.



It is essential to plan for and design adequate
parking facilities that can be easily adapted to
alternate uses if the need for parking declines.

Focus Area Plans - Riverfront

Looking east from Riverfront Commons
walkway along levee.
Photo Credit | CT Consultants
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2. VISION.
Vision Statement
The Newport Riverfront is a well-know destination that attracts repeat visitors from the greater
Cincinnati and beyond. With continued success in leveraging the efforts of existing and proposed
investments, new residents, retail shops, restaurants and offices have moved into the attractive and
well-connected riverfront mixed-use neighborhood. Festival Park anchors the riverfront as a premier
public space, with regular events and activities that attract both visitors and residents. The overall
design and connectivity of the Riverfront reduces the need to own cars, encourages social connections,
fosters active living and improves environmental health.
1. Strong Vibrant
Neighborhoods:
2. Meaningful Places:
3. Economic Prosperity &
Resilience:
4. Well-Connected
Transportation &
Infrastructure:

• Housing supply
• Land use compatibility
• Cultural & historic resources
• Provide gathering spaces, placemaking & public art
• Newport as a regional destination
• Maximize partnerships with adjacent developments/ businesses
• Strong relationships between riverfront & adjacent neighborhoods
• Continuous pathways/trails

5. Natural Environment:

• Protect, enhance, restore natural environment along Ohio and Licking
riverfronts to create a string of connected assets
• Increase access to natural areas

6. Healthy Community:

• Enhance amenities and access to promote health and wellness
• Upgrade General Taylor Park (celebrate its history & the confluence!)
• Maximize Festival Park as “centerpiece”

Strategies for Achieving the Vision
Development and Design – Vibrant Neighborhoods, Meaningful Places and Economic Prosperity


Continue to promote high density, mixed-use development along the riverfront
between the 4th Street bridge and the city’s eastern boundary.
o Establish design guidelines for new construction: address building massing, orientation,
proportion and scale with consideration of maintaining views of the rivers from the district’s
southern edge, key landmarks and architecture and vistas and spaces around them;
require entrances to the riverfront and connections to public spaces and trails.
o Encourage pedestrian-oriented uses at ground level with pedestrian amenities.



Promote redevelopment of underutilized parcels in the “transition area” south of the
riverfront district, as recommended in the 2017 Newport Opportunity Sites Analysis &
Toolkit published by the Catalytic Fund. Encourage step-down density and building height
to provide a bridge between the six to eight story buildings along the riverfront to the two
and three story “main street” buildings along Monmouth and York.



Recognize/reinforce and protect edges of adjacent residential neighborhoods through
landscaping, street treatments, and signage, and compatible building massing, height and
design on adjacent development.

1

2

Numbered circles reference the Riverfront Focus Area Plan page 10.
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Address the need for parking in a sustainable manner.
o Provide reduced residential parking requirements. As a mixed-use district, with easy
access to restaurants, retail and downtown Cincinnati, and multi-modal improvements
that entice visitors and other city residents to walk or travel by bike, foot, scooter, or
bus to the district, the need for car parking spaces for residential projects should be
reduced.
o Develop a parking plan for the riverfront that identifies both private and public parking
spaces in the riverfront district and the transitional area to the south.
o Address parking for existing uses, such as BB Riverboats, that currently rely on public
parking along Riverboat Row.
o Locate structured parking and garage entrances in the least noticeable locations in the
district, and use wayfinding signage to direct drivers.
o Adopt design guidelines for garages to ensure they do not dominate the streetscape,
especially along primary pedestrian corridors. Require liner building, landscaping/
screening.



Designate and celebrate gateways at major entries into the city, the riverfront and the
Monmouth Street corridor.
o Enhance the roundabouts at KY 9 and the Taylor Southgate bridge and at KY 9 and
the 4th Street bridge gateways to reinforce these major entrances to Newport. Work
with KYTC to identify appropriate treatments.
o Establish a major gateway to the Monmouth St corridor at the southeast and
southwest corners of the E 3rd Street and Monmouth Street intersection. Foster
redevelopment and infill development designed to create a continuous place along
Monmouth, with the building wall and landscaping defining the character of the street
with public gathering points and inviting character that draws people from the riverfront
to the corridor.
o Incorporate Riverfront Gateway treatments as part of any future redevelopment of the
River Chase apartment site.





Continue to install public art, murals, sculptures,
fountains, etc. as a way to enhance the physical
environment, celebrate local history and artists, and
enliven public spaces.
Promote communication among developers,
development projects and the City to share project
updates, and provide opportunities to coordinate.

3

4

A survey of local residents in
Philadelphia found that viewing
public art was the 2nd most
popular activity in the city,
ranking above hiking and biking.
Jared Green, Why Public Art Is
Important

Connections – Transportation and Utilities


Create a three-tiered connectivity ribbon utilizing and enhancing the paths that already
exist:
o Wide promenade along Riverboat Row, designed to seamlessly accommodate bikes,
with a narrow asphalt roadway maintained between Taylor Southgate Bridge and the
Daniel Beard Bridge (I-471) to enable easy access for festival setup and maintenance.
o Trail along the top of the levee oriented primarily to pedestrians. Consider increasing
the width of the trail to a minimum of 10 to 12 feet to accommodate recreation bike
users and daily commuters.

1
2

Numbered circles reference the Riverfront Focus Area Plan page 10.
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o

Multi-modal boulevard along Route 8 and Route 9 (from Bellevue to the roundabout at
foot of the 4th Street Veterans Bridge, comprised of Dave Cowens Drive, Washington
Avenue, and 3rd Street). Create a cohesive multi-modal “unified boulevard.”
 Along the boulevard, require new development to provide a wide sidewalk to
accommodate large crowds of pedestrians especially in the vicinity of the Ovation
music venue.
 Consider a roundabout at E 3rd Street and Washington Avenue.
 Provide wayfinding, tree planting, public art and other elements to create an iconic
boulevard.



Provide numerous pedestrian and bike connections to the river. Perpendicular
connections from the adjacent neighborhoods and the CBD reinforce the notion that the
riverfront is a public place, and help ensure views of Downtown Cincinnati are maintained
from along the KY 8 “unified boulevard.” Well-marked, safe and engaging pathways in the
right locations link neighborhoods to the riverfront. The “Guide to Riverfront Development”2
recommends perpendicular connections be located every 400 to 600 feet; for comparison,
Columbia and Central are spaced just over 400 feet apart. Given the levee’s location, the
majority will be to connect pedestrians and bikes to the levee trail.
o Maintain Central Ave as a public street and install a wide sidewalk to connect to the
levee trail.
o Require perpendicular public pedestrian connections through new large-scale private
development. Provide a minimum walkway width of 12 feet to be maintained as an
easement of public right-of-way, and clearly designate the walkway as a public space.
o Consider adopting design guidelines for delineating public connections, such as the
following examples:
 Orient ground-floor retail, restaurants and other types of uses that are open to the
public to the public way and seek to engage the public.
 Provide some visual privacy between private (residential) uses and the public realm.
 Provide pedestrian-scaled lights along all paths.
 If possible, locate public amenities, such as seating, maps, etc., at the ends of the
connection to serve as a focal point, drawing attention to the riverfront and
encouraging movement along the connection.



Enhance Columbia Street as a major entry from KY 9 to Festival Park, Taylor Park
and Riverboat Row. Create a
promenade by widening the sidewalk
to provide greater emphasis on
pedestrians and cyclists, disguising
the utility building, installing public art
and increasing the landscaping
encourages more people to walk and
bike to the riverfront.

3

4

5

Entrance to Riverboat Row and Festival Park from KY 8
and Columbia Street. Photo Credit | CT Consultants
2

A Guide to Riverfront Development: Connecting communities to the water. Riverlife PGH.org https://riverlifepgh.org/wpcontent/uploads/2016/10/A-Guide-to-Riverfront-Development.pdf
Numbered circles reference the Riverfront Focus Area Plan page 10.
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Provide bike connections into residential areas, as well as connections to regional trails
and enhance the routes with appropriate amenities.
o Key locations for local and regional connections include:
 Saratoga Street – Install permanent protected bike lanes on Saratoga Street from
3rd Street to 6th Street. The success of ConnectNKY’s pilot project for bike lanes on
Saratoga proved the potential for Newport to be bike-friendly.
 5th & 6th Street for east-west connection and connection to Bellevue.
 4th Street - Coordinate with the bridge project to ensure the new design includes
access for pedestrians and bicycles.
o Retrofit the intersection of Saratoga Street and E 3rd Street to be a 4-way traffic signal
and include a new signal head facing north for traffic coming off the Purple People
Bridge. Add a new phase in the traffic signal specifically for bikes and pedestrians.
o Improve levee trail access at Taylor Southgate and 4th Street bridges.

6



Encourage development of water taxi with stops along the Newport riverfront. Identify
prime locations for water landings, including a stop at Festival Park.

7



Promote multi-modal design for the new 4th Street Bridge:
o Work with Legislators/KYTC to ensure that the bridge will include bike/pedestrian
accommodations (include two 5-foot wide bike lanes and two 8-foot wide SUP)
o Encourage wider (12-foot) bike/pedestrian accommodations on the north side of the
bridge because the connection to the levee trail is/will be on that side.
o Encourage trail connectivity along the riverfront under the new bridge to be included in
the design of the new bridge.



8

Adopt design standards and guidelines for connections (trails, sidewalks, bike lanes,
etc.) to ensure accessible, safe, attractive and environmentally friendly paths that lead to
increased numbers of people walking/biking, improved safety, and the creation of social
space. Attributes of well-designed connections that increase the overall psychological and
visual comfort of users include the following:
o Use lighting and public art to enliven and
enhance the bridge underpasses.
o Use generous landscaping and trees to
provide shade, visual interest and screening.
o Provide places for people to linger and
interact, places for standing, visiting, and
sitting, including amenities such as street
furniture, banners, art, and special paving,
which, along with historical elements and
Example of Innovative lighting of bike lane
cultural references, help promote a sense of
under bridge.
place.
o Improve signage and wayfinding City-wide.
o Encourage public activities and commercial activities such as dining, vending and
advertising when they do not interfere with safety and accessibility.
o Review Riverfront Commons design guidelines for consistency and expand as
needed.

Numbered circles reference the Riverfront Focus Area Plan page 10.
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Continue to seek improvements for the I-471 interchange ramp at Dave Cowens, with a
design that minimizes disruption to the historic residential neighborhood.

9

Healthy Environment | Healthy People - Environmental Stewardship and Healthy Community


Continue to enhance and implement the Festival Park master plan as the Riverfront
centerpiece, revised as needed to incorporate recommendations from the 2020 Plan
Update input including:
o Coordinate with Newport on the Levee on event schedules.
o Provide visual connections to the river, and physical access to the water.
o Increase the amount of greenspace (and reduce amount of concrete) to provide more
landscaping and shade trees and make the space more attractive.
o Design the space to be more flexible, able to hold different kinds of events and still
function daily as a recreational greenspace. Identify ways this can be accomplished.
o Improve access to the park; create paths and wayfinding signage to improve
accessibility, orientation, and connectivity of spaces and functions.
o Evaluate the possibility of providing restrooms.



Make park improvements to General Taylor Park to attract more users to the park;
consider improvements that would enhance it as a regional amenity (with facilities and
events).



Engage with the water to increase the recreational use of the river.
o Develop a recreation plan that identifies opportunities to improve access to the river,
increase interest in river-oriented activities, and awareness of river-oriented trails.
o Use existing infrastructure to create canoe/kayak launch to be part of the canoe/kayak
trail. (Grant funding opportunities available)



Implement the shoreline stabilization recommendations for the selected areas along
the Ohio River and Licking River, in partnership with Southbank Partners and US Army
Corp of Engineers. Based on the findings in the feasibility study, there is $7.5M for
stabilization and ecosystem restoration for approximately 20,000 linear feet along the Ohio
and Licking Rivers, excluding portions of the Newport riverbank that are not included in the
stabilization project due to planned economic development projects. The City of Newport
will retain control of scope/extent of restoration along riverfront within its jurisdiction.

1

2
3

4

Numbered circles reference the Riverfront Focus Area Plan page 10.
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Riverfront Focus Area
Plan

#
#
#

Numbered circles reference the Riverfront Focus Area strategies summarized on pages 5 through 9, and indicate the general location
#
where a specific strategy is applicable.

Riverfront Focus Area
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